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Program Notes:

I have always been attracted to the poetry of Dylan Thomas, so when I decided
to write this, my first song cycle, I naturally turned to him as a potential source of
texts. I was delighted to find these seven wonderful, refreshingly brief poems
hidden away in an appendix under “Early Poems (written before the poet’s
sixteenth birthday)” in the appendix of a book of Thomas” poetry. Indeed, six of
these seven texts were written while Thomas was still fourteen years old (he
wrote “To a Spring-Spirit” shortly after his fifteenth birthday). I still think it’s
remarkable that he had such a mastery of the English language at such a young
age, and I was glad that the texts seemed so well suited for musical setting.

Performance Notes:

Accidentals apply for the entire measure.

Arpeggiations should take place on the beat; grace notes should take place before the beat.

Range:

b7

— Russell Nadel
November 2004
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Texts:

I. To the Spring-Spirit

And when it was spring I said,

‘Linger not deeper in the coloured trees,
But beautifully flake your head

With foam flung by the flowering seas.”

And you arose from depths of grass
That whispered with the wind and wept,
Saying you would let the chill seas pass,
Seeking no further than your petals that still slept.

And I forgot the driftless foam, and sand,
Idling with the radiance of the hours
Among the quiet trees. And hand in hand
We strangely sang among the feathery flowers.

II. Of Any Flower

Hourly I sigh,
For all things are leaf-like
And cloud-like.

Flowerly I die,
For all things are grief-like
And shroud-like.

III. The Elm

They are all goddesses;

Nodding like flowers,

They are further and more delicate
Than the years that dwindle;

They are deeper in darkness

Than the hours.

Celestial,

Slenderly lethal things,
Beautifully little like clouds:
Leaf driftwood that has blown.

Copyright ©2004 Russell A. Nadel. All rights reserved.
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IV. The Oak

Fierce colours fled about the branches,
Enveloping the ragged leaves unseen and strewn.

Hazardous reflections dipped in evening
Hover, making the forest fluctuantly vague.

Something austere hides, something uncertain
Beneath the bark calls and makes quiet music.

V. The Pine

Virgate and sprung of the dusk,

The pine is the tree of the breeze,

And the winds that stream through the ribboned light
And the motley winds from the seas.

VI. Clown in the Moon

My tears are like the quiet drift

Of petals from some magic rose;
And all my grief flows from the rift
Of unremembered skies and snows.

I think, that if I touched the earth,
It would crumble;

It is so sad and beautiful,

So tremulously like a dream.

VII. To a Slender Wind

Chrysolith thy step,

And on a jewelled pool

Faint arrowy moonstone on a tear-culled cadence,
Like fragmentary rain

Shaken silkily from star-scaled boughs.

Each note of thy dusky song

Is a petal that has delicate breath

And is azure;

And is more beautiful than the drift of leaves.

Copyright ©2004 Russell A. Nadel. All rights reserved.
All texts used by permission of Harold Ober Associates. Copyright ©1971 by the Trustees for the Copyrights of Dylan Thomas.




From Depths of Grass

I. To the Spring-Spirit

Dylan Thomas* RUSSELL NADEL
Lento con rubato All leosi ] - 100
egro leggiero (- =
A mf —3 | ~ A g 28 ( )
A7 T — I R — 3 g - - -
[ Fan) | | I o | nVeE PN
V5 | o - | > 3| A
g o ° . |
And when it was spring 1 said,
Allegro leggiero (J = 100)
Lento con rubato
0 Ve N r— N
A - P S — # ' o H— # =
D4 f——c—3 B ot * o@D i
) .| .|
P~ ~
. P
Al rdE pld L
. > o O Py O
)4 - = 7163 ©
con Fed.
; G . N Sl sl S
= tire o rereso flres > fLeos
S =E SE=E ==z =
——
piup
& - - & 4
2 Jbe |2 s - . : Jo
o O P=N O P=N
y.4
Ty 3 | R . 8
P’ A | | | | L | )=
y A4 | fo) =i | | i) | L N Y 2 - - M|
| Fan W) [, | —“ ~ ~ [, hufl| Fo =] NI ™7 PN |
o I = = I = = - :
‘Lin - ger not dee - per in the co - loured trees, But
2 T
[ © 7} P — o o —
P’ A (7 (7 [~ IJ.TTr 1 |
(o = = E— —— A e il'h — —
[Y) A =
L g— =
P mf _—1
3
~ - - CE ey
W S P R i S I > S hagw B T
_': O O O Py V@) O V=
y.4

Copyright © 2004 Russell A. Nadel. All rights reserved.
*By permission of Harold Ober Associates. Copyright ©1971 by The Trustees for the Copyrights of Dylan Thomas.




If)

(&)

|
|
Do vV

|
|
2=
e

V@]

f —3—

17

If)

[Y)

flung by the  flower - ing seas.’

foam

With

head

beau - ti-fully flake your

(U
|
! » T
Lol
ik
N
/ w9
“T\ 3
%Av , x\e__\eu
%vmg ~ ﬂe__ﬂcu
28]
o
_ )
/,_o \
[N
IKE:
T
NDe N

mp

|—_3—ﬂ

Drammatico

Drammatico

87|
>

O

-

A~

24

e 10K
den .\
| ™
2 \llb.|
()
e QLD
HEN -~
II. N
| ™
J
L) W\
| &\
LN
HHIU
O
deN
TN
| N
HLN .
Q
2 |l
R = TTOMOI
|W S
Al CNEN
VAN p.mJ CJEL
oV

N O

)
7

N J N
N hel
& 8
9 )
oz [l ||l
2 A
. O
=)
0T =
=
o_| B
S 2
2 )
e [ e
AN | ™
.b. | &\ | &\
W kﬁﬂ m .b.
T = 2
§ /| & WY S,
. © T
A 2 NG ofe]
b )
[
e
mu.ll- r.m El.N
AN
TN 8 TR [ olfo]
gy (e
N
£
M £
AN
|hV|V
. O
N 3 0| ollollo
ﬁ/_\J - m |mhv/ \
ﬁ ol = ﬁ_ MY
den rhV)
1 = L]
DT S ] h,WV_
- .
T \ m ﬁ ! _|m 00
w0 s Gl
R
SN NG an
N ——



cresc.

35

|——‘3——ﬂ

(&)

2=

T @ Mid

(]

UF?

fo)

o)

See-king no

s€as pass,

chill

the

let

Say ing you would

wept,____

D

=
S

@]

ﬁ T
N
S\ TR
mﬁ RHEEN
s
rmJ =
0|0

= v 13
001
IR
_a
2
_uf
,hwm_
| N\
1
CNEN
.mm.mﬂ
-
V|
NEe

pif

L
—

(@]

sl
2=

~

32\

b

rit._

D

h o
v

41

slept.

still

that

pe - tals

than your

ther

fur

—3

=

_ o) / o
| &\
_ S
\ v
¢ S
I HloN
d N N
£ |1/ 1l]8
s
I &
o)
BRSNS |8
el |
NN
\C
i 4R
NN
-
N v
1 nlm>f |
N
I aN
ol N o
NG N

=176)

~N P

Meno mosso, con rubato (J

48

o <
~"

#

—3——

) —3—

V)
hudl|

foam,__ and sand,

the drift-less

for - got

And

=76)

Meno mosso, con rubato 2

H ™

[ @ X

o

VL@ )]

(@)
P

P\

1% CI

.
MO

YD
halll |
V.4

V1@ )

O

ICTAS




II. Of Any Flower

N
.'qo

sempre legatissimo
mp dolce
Hour - ly

o

mp

[QLR 1

\—/

A\ sim.

D~

—

e - °

60)

Lento (J

atin Uny
~ mi»...
& N
T TN
il zvr
h_ﬂﬁ| L
o NN
jik TN
T8l _
Lﬂ / \ A
] )
n —
® A
A ml
N NI
o1
IS
z ( P
i) S “Te
N |~ m AN
) F
%!J NS
T, P W.. £T
i) L)
o m m W%/
e @
hwu -hwu
mhv MWhv
e o

P

||k

%%

h
P4
12Y

1 b
1 b

P’ A

[ an N/ ]
P’ A

[ a0 W)

[0 &

.
Y1 D H 5
Z hH |V
vV 17 3
14

Do

like.

oD

7
L

IAY
and cloud

leaf - like

B

o)

=mf

For all things are

sigh,

12Y

1 D b
1 b

P’ A
P’ A

[ a0 W) )

&

Z hH |V

h
4

vV 1

* Bring out the middle voice here.



[)P 0

things

AWHZ]
_:/ qylo./
like.

)

&

all

N

mp

For

shroud

t_ ’I’d.

mp
And

104

b

die

Ll

29=
x) 2

\

~
A

A

—

b

I

dim. al fine -

v

7

L;AA#

[,

&L
like

1<

m
P _
Flower - ly
[~/
Y ]
Vi
=

rit..

—

=™K
grief -

—:

A

£

7

[ £

\

dolce,
semplice
are

v

L= 3

22

mp

p

12
v
|
12
12

2Y

1 b
1

vV 1

1 b
1 b
vV 1

1 b

P’ A
g\ H |V
[ an W) )
P A
P’ A
[ a0 W)
.
bl N 2Y
Z H |V
[ a0 W) )

P’ A
P’ A

16
21
26

b

Fl

halll O 2Y

h
4

Z H |V
vV

|

I\
8% |

=

o/

S ~——"
S~——"

L



III. The Elm

= 84)

Moderato (.

#

(&
&

P
@

ERIR LY

mp

#

)

o)

con @Qb

= vV &

o)
p 4
Y 4
Fan
SV
[Y)

—

god - des - ses;

Wers,

£e..

flo
£eo. el

like

Nod - ding

£fee

oo,

Erebufr




10

| |

and more

A

ther

furt

They are

4
L1
L Yi
v I
L)
L1
L Yi
1 T
LY

N v
L 1E
1 ™'
(Y e
1 i
(Y
q \aub/.nV
LY
L1
L Yi
1
L)

Km
L Yi

gVl e
()
‘|

Bl

all S
LLV
‘|

Bl

a1 ™)

el

N N

14

N >||M||_|W-H mﬁﬂﬂl
N
N |
V|
Iav 7 BUN= T
oz Ve \
X |
1 ' -
Ny
| = ML
nuL = I , NP
adl
)
Ny
/|2 .
o T e L R A
> N
I w%
L e
|Mw m Euyl Ik -
i Lw v
'l ﬁ e
' N N
N g Ij
4 y
Al
° ) .
I\ R | )
< M ™
A= a-_. ﬁ
(EC i
e N ™
N — e’

(feel in J. time) -

19

per—_

dee

are

They

r

P

r

.
7= «

r

mf dim. molto

I
NV o=
—




22 -1
| P~ t " " —
[t [ [ [ Y ] [
L3S | - = = ===
v
- in dark - ness Than the
.'. _l

%t

|l7'f'

| |
( = == =
NV O
[Y)
| 1 i t T
|2Y D | |
- Flo oo hoo-
[Y) N
————e
25 rit. _ . _ . .
A — - % -
[ fan) | J
NV | > 3
D
hours
/\ /_\
be o o rit. . . . _ .
—_Ve o —_® 9 b -
T4 =22 = | .
P4 v 7 1 1 |
y 4 2Y [H2Y Ml 7
D . — P8 o 4—c~ !
) — | ? B
7 | = r
mf —
/?\_GL::
A — 3 o 5 . T 3 <
D+ ¢ R T 1 £
DN ¢ ol |
_ f >¥/
- I_3_I
)8 Meno mosso (J = 66) I
L be . |
P’ 4 0y 1 | e 0] [
Y 4\ - | 5 | | [ - - Y 2 | | y 4
D I 4 ! . S ——18
() 3 J
Ce - le -  stial, Slen-der-ly
Meno mosso (J =60) L ittt 1
mp l')./\ -
P’ A | 19 | A
Y 4 5 | LV\A -~ 1 ll',\r y A
R —— : . e > 8
RIS S8 fb“”ﬁ:’: RIS B
S . _ . '§ [<4
g P¥ = V4
= =
> >
A b= W 4 L‘; b v b o7
7" b—f %o b—r i E—n &
"i, = = ‘Z V't)-s-’ ”b‘;' V't)-s-’ S
Voise— ~ Yp——




Largo molto (. = 44)

IV. The Oak

sfp

13

b3 =
# - - ,! ‘ME —?—I—% ] ] I‘\I
%yn % - < -%mﬂ"—d—;—J—‘—b- </
Largo molto ( Ja 2 Fierce co-lours_ fled. a-boutthe bran-ches,__
8] 8] 8|
Hh_ 7 be 2 bhe be £
g B | I | I | I
(o7, — — ! o
;)y L 3 _I'LIL! %! %!
4 YO ~4 1 |
“JeJ e~ ] Py I P
— — — —
—He_ 4o —
8| 8% o |
ed. sempre al $% --
. — mf— s

A = - 3 & - ® 3__| Poco piill mosso (- = 52)

p” 4 k! [ — ] L ‘_l r- 1_5 T
y 4 <. Lo | sreX - -

D —r # = 7 4
\Q_)y I | 4 I
En - ve-lo-ping the rag-ged leaves un-seen and strewn.
8" .
fl-> Poco piu mosso (J =52)
&8va| ] _

H be = . -H-E be - 1 = -

P’ A | | - | 4| | | f ray
y 4 | | i | J ! I 1L 1 ;’ | | f y
[ fan) 19 | J /) | Ly Z
NV ! x i T )

) N ” =

— —_ =
- OoN—
__/\ mp<’”‘_Lf' mp _

o O L. ™Y 14 IUJ |; h9- ; L2 | l
7 i — A ] va ﬁk = o1 '|
! | = [)i htl P Fd |
‘obL - | | 7= &

82l S| % con 8ed. ad lib.

7

A Tempo I fmp —_ Y

P’ 4 \ -] = >
& - I Cor R rE e
[ u3~| r—

Tempo I Ha zar-dous re-flec-tions_  dipped in  eve-ning_
_ 81}:1-] 81,,;-]
Q- ry Iﬂ-'-,\fln\- ﬁ"'
o UM D+ Ik J T | H | | >
— Y Um0 - M~ V.4 J @ | f 5 Y 2 | | A~
A 1 [ £ N1V /ErN ! | | PN ! | | | J /)
ASATL I F -‘I_ L> A I rJll =
—f—p PP sim ™~ T~
P 2 - : o
~ _OIL % i 7 A+
& = ¥_ F_ L J
b b
~ Red. sempre 82 8zl



14

11 P Molto pit mosso (J=72)
Jgie o5 e L 5 . -
(e I . S i iy be 1407 - %
\le | | | = ! I —
Ho- ver, ma-king the fo - rest_ fluc-tu-ant-ly vague. Molto pill mosso (J =72)
8| 8va espr. lq\ ~
) B # = = :
y 4 ® | ﬁ =
y A XK | L X () y 2 J
D 2 A 1— %4 q———=¢ — —1
[ I v - 1
P
_‘L Lv. all to % ﬁ o |
A - 5 fe ; =) P S > W1 ——
~ — % I q——— 14 '
4 8] <t
82| % con Badad lib, “~—"
15 rit. ~ Tempol
0 r —
P’ 4 - - - Z L P Fg | | [
6 s
[ L g
— fj_ /_\ Some-thingau - stere  hides,
P ﬁ[ b é bil ~ rnt. - - - Tempo I -
Q b.l‘- _f bz _Ir)q? %ﬁ'o 'rjhlal ()l il v, o =0, %
(e e — = o= & %
by i = : — — ‘:ID: 3 = ! | k> 3
————— | mfsub.|=p _1).—===:::::::::7@f’ 1;\\-___
n = e T I
P’ 4 - 1 =) . L - Ay ~F = [ )
y 4 I*V\ 4' D-’: Tlf’): /I' 5 - A
'\:_)y‘ 2 F = hal : Z "-i
. = . =
=T =7 %o s
20 mp sf%
) # y /m— — " ]éEE—:::__:—-_—~\\\\t.-(bt
Grr e, e e g CrLee ° =
o — —= e I =] — !
3
some-thing un - cer-tain_ be-neaththe bark calls
_______________________________ QuamTTTTTToToTomosoooommeommoooe
8va -l >/\
) : 5 ba DA s :
y f 4 5ifEi s =F—F
] | |

D~

e

/
|

TTTem

TTTe
T
| 1NEE




16

V. The Pine

non marc.

",

60, + = 90)

Moderato (..

P’ A - k.|

L

gate and

Vir

=60, J = 90)

Moderato (..

[,
=,

[,
=,

[,
=,

SN

Fi—F

[,
=,

P sempre

()

Hu 8.
o HTE

‘r—.

ﬂlé”é
‘F

O T
s
2z
“ A..F--
o
Y g
>IN IS (Yl
) A
e
EN
i =
“ A.pl- S
\ V
! Q] W
Ll N
RGN IS
! QS
ma LI_I ~ .rﬁ.
S | &N
o hi
= \
o
 TAR. .
(YR
< B o
]
en | ||
[=) -
L IR )
Fivy o, XX
w
= =
pavay s va v i va v
== == ==
E Ew E
= va v = v va = v v
N N N
O
/\’/\'\

(]
=
N
=
2
TR 2 NN
] < i o e
i (N
s y
Q
S
= g
<
1 (D] | |
I =
[75] Y
=
¢ <
{X] ~—
_ TN J e
fu.w = N JhA
3
Q
e
r =
x| <C e
TN
)
o
2 ln.
i 8 ﬁ_ \
ES
| ) oy
N =
2‘ = 118
G I~
S Afiv.
)
XX
. ) uw
e © (Y
H-H. =] X%
MRy Hhg R
Ecshl Ecshl |
== == =
e R A
ShEd N N
(’/\I(

.

%

? :

y




17

ley

T

mot

e o e

And the

7

:VP.

| ¥ [Te

cresc.

e

|19 A

light

.
= d

boned

1 1 o

mp

rib

)’ AN -,
iy

Hu t,
p A IINLK -,
-
7 0 e

13

rit..

A tempo

ﬂqt:::»l)

poco rit..

r£-AV=D0
V-7 A

Hu t,
o LT e

16

<

~ I

81}0““““_

a - ° o

lontano

=

come

F—F

= IK]

id

[ £ YR AN,

A tempo

from the seas

poco rit..

Poe

winds

1L

I 2
"

Hw 8.
o AT
i
"'dltPIJ.'I'TH‘

rax)




18

VI. Clown in the Moon
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VII. To a Slender Wind
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