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Program Notes: 

I have always admired the saxophone for its flexibility, range and ability to 
change personalities and expressive modes on a dime.  I’ve always been 
equally fascinated by the saxophone quartet, the only ensemble that can 

match the string quartet in terms of balance, unified sound and range of 
expressivity.  It brought me great joy, therefore, to receive an open-ended 

commission by the fabulously talented members of the Threshold Saxophone 
Quartet, whose patience and willingness to play nearly anything has been a 

great encouragement to me.  Each movement of the piece features one of the 
members of the quartet, and explores a different capability of the saxophone: 
The first, “Pulse (Tenor),” is almost minimalist in style and execution; the 

second, “Sing (Alto),” is much more rhapsodic and traditionally lyric; the 
third, “Circus Music (Soprano),” utilizes the extreme ranges of each 

instrument for a comic, Stravinsky-inspired burlesque march; and the final, 
“Riff (Baritone),” expresses my love for the loud, expressive, wailing jazz 

saxophone, especially as used by Charles Mingus and others. 
 
 

 
 

 

Performance Notes: 

Accidentals apply for the entire measure. 

Straight (glissando) lines indicate continuous pitch bends; 

wavy lines indicate chromatic motion between pitches. 

All dynamic changes are subito unless otherwise indicated, 

and should be exaggerated appropriately. 

 

 

— Russell Nadel 
March 2005 
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I. Pulse (Tenor)

Allegro moderato (q = 90)
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   
p

     

              
2

11



13 


















p

             

pp

       
2

2


                  

mp

         
 

2 4 2 2

 
p

         

pp

     

   
pp
     







19 rit.

C
Con moto (q. = 72)
















     
pp
     

p
     


                        

2 2 2 2
2 2 2

           
pp

     
p

     

           
pp
     

p

     









24 



































                 
mp

     
sfp

     
mp

 2 2

    
mf



           

     

sfz

  
2 2 2

                 
mp

     
sfp

     
mp

 

       
         

mp

     
sfp

     
mp

 

12









28 





D 















     
p

 
pp

   
p

  
sfz

    
p

    
2

  
mp f

         

( f )

   

mp

  
 

3 2 2

3

     
p

 
pp

   

p

  
sfz

    
p

    
2

      
mf

   
pp

   

p
  

sfz


    

p

    
2

2 2








32 













rit.













p

     
p  sub.

                    
2

    
    

  
   

mfp

     
2

2

 
mp

    
p

            
2


p

      
2 2 2

  
mp

    
sfp


mp

        2

2









36 







E Molto lento (q. = 54)













  
pp

      
    

   
2

  
sfz

  
p

 2

2

   
poco mf

            
p

      

 
2 2 4


       

mp

    
p

        2

2 4


p

   
pp

      
sfz


p

        
sfp


  

2

2

2
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




Moderato, grotesquely (q = 120)

III. Circus Music (Soprano)
















Soprano Saxophone

Alto Saxophone

Tenor Saxophone

Baritone Saxophone





     

 
p
                       

 
p


  

  
    

  
  

  
  

  
  


p

   
          

        
      






6

A















  
mp f

*

               
mp f

            

                               

  
  

                 
         

    
        

          
        

   






10 









B






      

f

                    

            
f

    
p
            

     
  

      
f

   
p
           




* Optional: Add pitch bends up to these repeated three pitches every time they occur, and at other appropriate moments in the piece.

     
     

 
f

 
p

     
          

 

17



15 































  
 
 

   
      

ff




            
  

f

 

   

   

  


  



           
  

f





   

   

  


  



    
         

 
 

f


      

  
  

  








C
21





 
mp f

                      
p
 

sfz




 
mp f

                   

f

 
   

 
p
    

  
    

  
           


p

   
          

        
    

f

   

25

D























  
f

      
  





         

      
    

p

      
f

       


f

     
    

p

      
f

       

      
    

p

      
f

    
   

18










30

E






















F





  
            


             

3


mp f
              

p

  


mp f
              

p

    


mp f

         
  

 
p

   
 

36 


















                      
3 3 3 3 3

               
f

      
3 3

                       

            
            







40 









                                

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3


                            3 3 3 3 3 3

3

                  


 
             

      
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G
43 










 

 


 


   


 

f
          3 3

3 3

         
p

               

         
p

               

  
  

  
  

 
p

               

48 






H 

























sfz

           
mp
  


sfz


    

p
                        

f


 


 


sfz


    

p


  

  
    

  
  

  
  

  
   

f


 


 


sfz


   

p

   
          

        
         

f

 

 

I
55 


















f

                        
  

 
p
      

mp f

       


p
     

 
p

  

       
f


     

p

   



p
   

          
      
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




Con moto, swung eighth notes (h = 84)

IV. Riff (Baritone)
























Soprano Saxophone

Alto Saxophone

Tenor Saxophone

Baritone Saxophone





  snap fingers           repeat ad lib.  last time 

  snap fingers              

  snap fingers              

     
f  sempre

 














A
6 






















              

              

              

                          








B10 















 
f  sempre

      
   

         

 
f  sempre

      
   

          

 
f  sempre

     
   

          

                          
        
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15 















       
   

      
3            

             
  

3

           

                
3

         

                  
               

20 




C




        
       

        


          
          

        




           

            
                 

24 

















   
      

      





    


            

  
  





    
         

           
               
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28 

















                        

       
                       

3 3

                  

           
               

q = q
32 






q = q







D





    
sempre       sempre     

   
   



                               
                        

           


                

36 





















                                
 

3

                     
 

3

                    
 

3

           
                       
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





41 









  
               

                  
              

         
 

            

   
                           

  

E
46 




























p

    
                           

3 3 3 3

 
p

 


 


  
 

 
      

3 3

    

                         









50 

















 
                          

3 3 3 3 3

 
    

  


                 
3 3 3 3 3


ff

                             
3 3 3

                          

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






54 













F




   
f

  


f

       
           

         
    

    

                         
        

59 



















G











    
f

      
f marc.

    

                      
f


marc.

   

    
f


     

f


marc.

 




                   
         






63 









1.














2. 




H










                   

                 
mf

     

                 
mf

   




                              
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